
Dear Helen Haller Families: 
 

Thank you for sending us your beautiful and bright scholars each day 
and for partnering with us helping them grow and thrive.  It is an 
honor.  Our staff and students are working very hard building back up 
stamina to succeed academically, socially and emotionally.  We are 
very proud of all of them - they are INCREDIBLE.   
 
We would like to highlight the work of our amazing team of specialists:  
• Sheri Kruckeburg our Librarian  
• Joclin Julmist our PE teacher  
• Laura Lorentzen our Music teacher  
• Kieth Lee our STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) teacher  
• Marie Claire Bernards our Success Academy teacher (focusing on Social and Emotional Learning)  
 
These amazing educators get to work with every student in our school, once a week. Check out some of the 
highlights of our work together so far.   
 

Sincerely,  

Kristi Queen  

 
 

SPECIALIST REPORTS: 
 
Music: Students began this year by learning and discussing why music is important and what music can teach 
us (reading, vocabulary, math, science, history, and culture).  Music can also express emotion and 
communicate feelings.  We listened to different kinds of music, and students used body language to express 
the emotion they were feeling to the music.   
Students have also been reviewing (upper grades) and learning about the 3 basic elements of music:  Beat 
(steady pulse), rhythm (long and short sounds) and pitch (high and low sounds)   We have been exploring 
how these 3 elements come together in many different styles of music, music from different countries, and 
music in history.   
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students have been learning our song "My Name is Washington" to learn about our 
state and where we live.  Students can tell you all sorts of facts about our state that they learned from the 
song.  The 4th and 5th graders are learning ALL 39 Washington counties in alphabetical order!  We will find 
them on a map!  
Kinders are learning about "BEAT" the heart of music, doing dances and playing instruments to the beat.  1st 
and 2nd are reviewing "BEAT" in the same way, and learning about rhythm sounds in words and music. 
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PE: 2nd through 5th graders are working on a soccer unit in P.E . We have been working on passing and 
trapping skills using one-touch. The more advanced students are allowed to work on passing while moving.  I 
then split the students up into two teams and have them play a game with only six players at a time. We 
don't have goalies in the game to allow more opportunities for scoring. I sub about every three to four 
minutes so that everyone gets equal playing time. 
Kindergarteners and first graders have been working on skipping and then we play a game of pin guard 
where students work on throwing and protecting their pins. 
 
Library: In library, we have been celebrating our Haller reading culture in lots of fun ways! For grades 3-5, 
this week we reviewed how to access online books through Sora and next week we will begin reviewing how 
to use the library catalog to find books in the library. For K-2, we are reading lots of fun books like Llama 
Destroys the World by Jonathan Stutzman, Press Here by Herve Tullet, and Owl Babies by Martin Waddell, 
while reviewing the vocabulary terms author and illustrator.  
 
Success Academy: In Success Academy, grades 3-5, our focus is on leadership, sharing and listening in a 
group, asking meaningful questions or comments on the topic that the person just shared.  After sharing a 
person will say, "Thank you for listening, are there any questions or comments about what I shared?"  The 
students then refer to their helpful sheet of provided generic questions and comments that they can pull 
from, or they come up with a question or comment of their own.  We are all learning to be in a group.  
Our K-2 kiddos are learning and re-learning what it means to be in school and in a group. Our focus is on 
learning and following new routines and how routines help us to be successful in all areas of their lives. It's 
helpful for caregivers to point out their child's morning and evening routines. When our brain knows what to 
expect next through practiced routine, we relax, and our problem-solving abilities along with our creativity 
increases.   
 
STEM: In STEM Kindergarten classes are practicing how to get materials, use materials, and return materials. 
Using Playdough and different blocks they are building a variety of structures, while developing their tactile 
skills.  1- 3rd grades are also practicing STEM room procedures, while also developing skills of patience, 
helping, and taking a turn. They have been challenged to build structures with cups and to turn a piece of 
paper into a long strand. 4th and 5th graders have been developing communication skills and using the 
engineering process to develop a plan to solve a problem or challenge. They're creating a span bridge. We 
will also be keeping up with current events that are associated with STEM, for example monitoring the 
recent Space X - Inspiration 4 launch and mission. In the weeks to come both grade levels will be working on 
Claim, Evidence, Reasoning (CER) in association with science standards.  

Weekend Food Bags 

Sequim Food Bank provides Weekend Food Bags for students that are available upon 
request. If you would like your student to receive a Weekend Food Bag, please email the 
school counselor, Jen Saul, at jsaul@sequimschools.org or call 360-582-3203. These 
Weekend Food Bags are delivered to the classrooms each Friday.   
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